


DRAFT
under 18, plus evaluation requirements, depending on whether 
the treatment is ‘major’ or ‘minor’. 

Parents providing consent

In most cases, one parent can give consent for their child to 
receive medical treatment and can refuse medical treatment on 
behalf of their child. However, parental rights gradually diminish 
as the child matures and are quali�ed if:

• the child has capacity to make their own decisions (see 
above on ‘Gillick competence’ and the ‘mature minor’)

• there is an applicable parenting order in place (see below on 
Separated parents)

• there is a question about whether the consent or refusal is in 
the best interests of the child, in which case the court may 
be asked to intervene

• the treatment is one which always requires court authority. 
(see below 
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